Primitive neuroectodermal tumor cell lines: chromosomal analysis of five cases.
A cytogenetic analysis of primitive neuroectodermal tumor (PNET) cell lines was undertaken. PNET are presumed to be embryologically related to, but clinically and histologically distinct from, other tumors of neuroectodermal origin, including neuroblastoma and retinoblastoma. No single chromosome abnormality was found in all five of the tumors studied. In three of the five cases, however, additional 1q material [either as extra chromosome #1 or i(1q)] was found in all cells, and in two of the five, monosomy 13 was noted in all cells; the possible significance of these findings is discussed.